80	MODERN  EDUCATION
"muddling through," had at any rate the advantage that few
houses of cards were set up only to be knocked down. The
school system grew up, without much thought of an ideal
organization towards which ail changes should tend, but with
each part of the system fairly sound within itself, and capable
of readjustment,1 until at last experience had shown clearly
what the relations of the parts ought to be. With these con-
siderations in mind, let us pass in review the parts of our
national system of education as they now exist or seem to be
emerging.
Nursery   To begin at the beginning, not of a child's life, but
schools   of his possible attendance at a place called a school,
let us take the case of nursery schools, for children
between two and five years of age. In recent years something
like a revolution has taken place in informed opinion about
this period of life.   The psycho-analysts have laid a new
emphasis upon infancy, but with so much speculation and
probable misinterpretation that we will not deal with their
views here. More to our immediate purpose are the results of
other lines of inquiry.   It is now known that practically
all the mentally defective, three-quarters of the deaf, one-third
of the crippled, a considerable proportion of those with defec-
tive eye sight, and three-quarters of all cases of defective speech,
are recognizable before the sixth year is reached.  The basic
lines of both physical and mental organization are laid down
in the first five years—the pre-school2 years as they are often
called. In these early years retardation and precocity both tend
to reveal themselves. The brain grows at a rapid rate, and the
mind with it. A Victorian scholar once remarked to a ool-
1 Except when religious difficulties stand in the way, as in the case of
"dual control*' by church and state,
1 The term ** pre-school," used much in America is convenient,
notwithstanding that it seems to ignore the nursery school. It refers to
the child who is under the age when attendance at school becomes
compulsory, unless the child is educated privately.

